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CALL FOR ENTRIES: TVCDC 2011 T-Shirt Design Contest 
CALLING ALL ARTISTS! 

The Thunder Valley Community Development Corp. (TVCDC) is a Native-run non-profit 
operating out of the Pine Ridge Reservation of South Dakota, home of the Oglala Lakota.   
We are seeking an exciting new design for our well-known line of t-shirts and hoodies.   

 

Can you create something original and new that people will want to wear with pride?  If your design is chosen, 
it may show up on our t-shirts, hoodies, website, etc. and be distributed nationally and internationally.  

TIMELINE: 

• Wednesday, July 27, 2011 
First day of competition for the 2011 T-Shirt Design Contest 

• Friday, August 26, 2011 
Submit your design in .jpeg, .tiff or PDF file format no later than  
6pm (MST) via email or drop-off only. No snail mail will be accepted. 
You will receive confirmation that your entry has been received. 

• Friday, September 9, 2011 
Winners and non-winners will be notified by the end of the day. This will be done by email 
only. If you do not provide an email address, you will not receive notification. 

BENEFITS: 

• Your design will be featured as the official 2011 Thunder Valley design to be marketed and sold 
across the country and internationally. 

• You will have a major design to add to your portfolio 

• Winning design will receive $300 cash compensation / Runner-up will receive $100. 

SELECTION: 

Contest submissions will be assessed based on content, creativity and design quality. A panel of 
Thunder Valley CDC staff and Thunder Valley community members will judge entries. 

GUIDELINES: 

• Participation is free of charge 

• Entry of more than one design per participant is allowed 

• The contest is open to the general public. Teams (classrooms, youth groups, etc.) may participate, 
provided a project leader is elected and is responsible for the design. 

• Judging will be conducted anonymously and designs will be selected on the basis of content, 
creativeness, and quality. 

• The design is limited to six colors maximum 

• Front of shirt design must include: 
o The words THUNDER VALLEY somewhere as a part of the overall design 
o An iconic image/design, a catch phrase or a combination of both  

(for example, past designs had a big sunburst pattern w/ a tipi + the phrase “Our Way of Life”) 

• Back of shirt design must include: 
o The web address WWW.THUNDERVALLEY.ORG   
o A catchy phrase or a very simple icon/logo 

(for example, past designs had “The Movement is Here, The Time is Now.” or a little sunburst icon) 
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RIGHTS & RELEASE: 

By participating in the contest, each participant authorizes TVCDC to use, display, publish, stock, 
reproduce, represent and/or adapt the submitted design in any matter, on any support, or in any existing 
or future media, in all countries and for all time, for contest, educational, communication and/or 
marketing purposes of any nature, and without compensation to the participant. Personal data supplied 
for participation will be used solely for the purpose of the competition. Participants consent to the use 
of their names and likeness in association with this contest and TVCDC communication. The design 
submissions will become the property of TVCDC and shall not be returned to the participants. TVCDC 
has the exclusive right to use the TVCDC and Thunder Valley Trademark name and seal. Any use of the 
Trademark name and seal must be with the express permission of the TVCDC. It is TVCDC policy to 
take action against all unauthorized use of its Trademark name and seal.  

EACH PARTICIPANT REPRESENTS: 

• The submitted design is the result of his/her own original work. 

• That he/she is the author thereof. 

• That while not guaranteeing the absence of any conflicting rights, he/she has no 
actual knowledge or particular reason to believe it violates any third-party rights. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION: 

Questions? Contact Mark Tilsen, Jr, Cultural Coordinator at 605-455-2700 or mark@thundervalley.org  

SUBMIT TO: 

Submit your design(s) to: mark@thundervalley.org  -or- 
Drop-off your design(s) at our Thunder Valley CDC main offices just north of Sharps Corner. Look for 
the red building with the wood deck out front on the west side of BIA Highway 27. 

PLEASE NOTE YOUR NAME, EMAIL & PHONE NUMBER SO WE CAN GET BACK TO YOU!  

MORE ABOUT THUNDER VALLEY: 

Over the course of its existence, Thunder Valley has grown to become a focal point for youth and 
young families. It is ever-evolving as a spirit and a place where young men and women reconnect to 
their Native identity through cultural activities and spiritual ceremonies. Every year the circle that 
started with a traditional Sundance ripples ever outward, affecting more people in positive ways with a 
deep, momentous hope for generations to come. Thunder Valley is a name now known not just by the 
youth of the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation, but by those throughout Indian Country and other parts of 
the world as a powerful movement for lasting, healthy change. Our mission is as follows: 

“Empowering Lakota youth and families to improve the health, culture and environment 
of our communities, through the healing and strengthening of cultural identity.” 

Thunder Valley is located in the northern part of the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation between the Sharps 
Corner and Rockyford. The heart of this winding valley was formed over thousands of years as 
Porcupine Creek carved its way through the grass-covered hills at the edge of the Badlands of South 
Dakota. It was long ago in this region the Lakota People, originated, having spread out and flourished 
in the 18th and 19th centuries.  The origins of the name have long been forgotten, and until recently, 
only the elders and old ranchers still used the name Thunder Valley. Now the name is synonymous with 
an amazing renaissance of traditional values and cultural pride. 


